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and such is the indistinctness and complication of a large number of 
cases daily encountered, that the symptoms might be designated by 
different appellations, with an almost equal plausibility. How easy, for 
instance, to vary the term by which are defined the Protean disturbances 
of the digestive organs ? How easy to ascribe a thousand anomalous 
symptoms to some assumed cause of constitutional disturbance, which 
has been adopted as our pathological creed ? The gastric mucous mem- 
brane is selected by one observer — the liver by a second — the colon by 
a third — the brain by a fourth ; and it often happens that the mind is so 
pre-occupied by these engrossing ideas, that the state of other organs is 
seldom carefully investigated ; organic disease is overlooked, and sympa- 
thetic are mistaken for primary derangements. There is also the opposite 
danger of confining the diagnosis to some prominent symptom, to the 
exclusion of the constitutional condition, of which the former is only one 
of the indications ; a condition, it is true, not always easily defined, but 
to Temedy which is the object of correct and successful practice. 

One means of greater precision in doubtful cases is to insert in the 
column for diagnosis, two or more of the prominent symptoms, and 
when revising the register, to select the one which the progress, treat- 
ment, and result, seem most to sanction. This is the plan we have en- 
deavoured to follow, and though leaving much to be desired, we believe 
it one of the safest precautions in our power to employ. 

The necessity of different observers combining their results, before the 
medical statistics of any locality can be fairly deduced must be apparent 
from what has now been stated. 

The reader will remark, in our present summary, the very large pre- 
ponderance of diseases of the digestive organs, compared with those of 
the respiratory and circulating systems. This, no doubt, partly depends 
on the chronic nature and great prevalence of the former complaints, 
their frequent recurrence from the continuance of the exciting cause, 
and the state of mind with which these affections are often allied, 
rendering patients fond of changing their attendant, and of taking 
physic. The frequency of female, nervous, and skin diseases in a 
physician's practice is also evident ; and if any safe general conclusion 
can be drawn from a glance at the whole, it would be favourable to the 
healthiness of the district, judging from the small proportion of conta- 
gious and endemic diseases. 



Eighth Annual Report of the Council of the Statistical Society of 
London, Session 1841-42. 

The Council has much pleasure in being able to report that the condition 
and prospects of the Society continue satisfactory. 

Although it has been deemed expedient, with the view of placing the 
finances of the Society on a sound footing, to refrain during the past 
year from undertaking any original inquiry, involving an outlay of 
money, the attention which has been paid to the Society's proceedings, 
the numerous inquiries that have been made regarding its objects and 
progress, and the large number of new Fellows who have been elected 
during the past Session, testify that the reputation of the Society is not 
only firmly established, but is becoming more widely known, and that 
the Council has been justified in the course which it has deemed prudent 
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to adopt, of endeavouring as a primary object to equalize the income and 
expenditure of the Society. 

Upon this point the Council are able to report very favourably. The 
income has advanced from 853/. 3s. 6d. to 982/. 0$. bd. ; outstanding 
bills to the extent of 2*74/. 13s. 9d. have been paid off; and the liabi- 
lities at the close of the past year are less than half what they were at 
the corresponding period of the previous year, while the amount of 
stock remains undiminished. There is every reason to hope that at the 
end of the present year the remaining sum, with all the engagements of 
the year, will be liquidated, and that some extension may then be given 
to the active operations of the Society. 

To this result the Council looks with much anxiety, their attention 
having long been directed to a removal to more commodious apartments. 
The difficulty of finding suitable accommodation in a convenient 
situation has been found greater than may probably be imagined ; but 
the amount of rent required for eligible apartments has hitherto been so 
far beyond the means of the Society, as to put a stop to every negotiation. 
An opening, however, has lately presented itself for procuring, in the 
course of a few months, excellent accommodation at a moderate rent 
under the Crown, and when the time arrives, the Council will use its 
best vigilance and efforts to profit by the opportunity. It will then be 
able to consider the steps which may be advantageously taken for en- 
larging and completing the library, so as to make it as perfect as the 
means of the Society will admit for purposes of statistical reference. 
The valuable classed catalogue of the works at present in the library, 
which has been finished during the jpast year, under the superintendence, 
and with the personal assistance of Dr. Guy, has been found greatly to 
facilitate research, and the thanks of the Society are particularly due to 
that gentleman for the large amount of time and labour which he has 
devoted to their service in this work. 

Another object to which the Council looks in a change of apartments 
is an increase of accommodation for the evening meetings. Those 
members who have been in the habit of attending these meetings will 
bear testimony to the high value and interest of many of the papers 
which have been brought before them, and to the instructive nature of 
the discussions on statistical points to which they have frequently given 
rise. The Council have every reason to believe that if they could offer 
more commodious apartments for their meetings a much larger number 
of Fellows would attend them ; the increased attendance being in itself 
a gratifying testimony to the Society's augmenting claims to public con- 
fidence as a national centre for the collection of facts determining the 
condition and prospects of society, whether at home or abroad, exempt 
from all feelings but that of devotion to the advancement of moral 
science. 

To make the Society the depository of all that is known on the subject 
of its investigations, to point out unexplored fields of observation, and 
encourage and guide the labourer prepared to enter upon them ; to afford 
every facility to the adducing of new facts ; and to apply every stimulus 
to their production, are the purposes to which the Council are most de- 
sirous of directing their efforts. In lieu, therefore, of expending 
further sums upon the collection of new data, which to give them value 
must be collected on a scale demanding rather the funds of a Government 
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or of a principal body than the limited revenue which is placed at their 
disposal, they have husbanded the resources of the Society with a view 
for the present to the improvement of its library, and of its place of 
meeting. Additions to the library would probably be made with most 
advantage to the members of the Society, and with the best security for 
their meeting its most pressing wants, were Committees voluntarily 
formed by members for investigating the present state of knowledge in 
the different branches of statistical investigation in which they feel most 
interested. The Sixth Annual Report of the Council marks out the 
provinces into which such investigation appears to be readily divisible ; 
and the Council will consider recommendation of works for purchase 
emanating from such Committees, as taking precedence of all others, at 
the same time that they still call attention to the book on their table, 
which is constantly open for suggestions. 

The number of ordinary members at the date of the last Report was 
424 ; it is at present 435. Sir Francis DTvernois, of Geneva, and M. 
Le Play, of Paris, have been elected foreign members during the past 
year. The total number of foreign members is now 24, and the number 
of corresponding members 9. 

During the past Session, the Council have been able to bring before 
the Society some valuable reports, prepared either by a Committee of 
their body, or by individual members of it at their instigation; and 
among these they may mention Mr. Farr's important Report on the 
Mortality of Lunatics ; Mr. Rowland Hill's early announcement of the 
results of the New Postage arrangements ; Mr. Porter's examination of the 
published results of the late Census ; and the Second Report of the Vital 
Statistics Committee on the health of the Troops in the Tenasserim 
provincesj all of which have appeared in the Journal, and attracted 
much attention. 

With regard to the Statistics of Lunacy, a subject which the Council 
noticed in their last Report, they regret to state that their application to 
the Metropolitan Commissioners in Lunacy, for permission to obtain 
from their registers tabular statements of their statistical results, has 
not met with success. The objects of the Council are, however, likely 
to be carried out in the county asylums in a very satisfactory manner, as 
it is understood that a convention of the medical officers of those esta- 
blishments has been arranged, and will take place in the course of the 
present year, at which measures will be adopted for obtaining systematic 
returns from the several asylums. 

The Committee for prosecuting inquiries relating to Vital Statistics has 
issued a- form to the several London hospitals, for the registration and 
annual collection 1 of their experience, and has met with considerable 
success ; returns from eight of the principal hospitals having been re- 
ceived, and a wish expressed on the part of the medical officers to co- 
operate with the Committee, in order to facilitate its objects. 

The Committees appointed to inquire into the subjects of a Cadastre 
and Registration, have applied, and are waiting for information relating 
to the mode of conducting such operations in foreign countries, the pos- 
session of which is requisite for a due consideration of these subjects. 

The Education Committee is prepared with its Report upon the schools 
in Finsbury, and will append to it a statement of the results of the 
census, as regards the number of teachers and scholars in that district. 
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A subsidiary inquiry based on the data supplied by the census, and 
•which has been extended to other districts, may be expected to yield some 
interesting results. The Council must here express their grateful sense 
of the facilities which have been afforded by the Census Commissioners 
for the examination of the enumerators' schedules deposited in their 
office> for the purpose of this inquiry ; and their thanks are also due to 
the Rev. E. W. Edgell for the labour which he has bestowed on the 
examination of those schedules. 

Among the direct fruits of the Society's exertions during the past year, 
has been the. formation of a Statistical Society at Aberdeen, for the pur- 
pose of collecting and publishing the statistics of the north-eastern 
counties of Scotland, which was established on a most respectable and 
promising footing in December, after communications with the Council. 
Another important and direct result of its endeavours has been the in- 
stitution of a statistical inquiry into the state of the town of Sheffield, by 
a Committee of the Town Council of that place, after the example of the 
Leeds inquiry, and at the suggestion of the Council. The Report of this 
Committee has been presented to the Society, and will be published as 
soon as the recent information obtained by the census shall have been in- 
serted in it. 

The Council has also been in communication with parties in Dublin 
upon the subject of forming a Statistical Society in that city ; and they 
are much gratified in stating that the constitution of the Society has 
served as a model for the American Statistical Association, which has 
been established at Boston, United States. They must also here express 
their admiration of the step which the Belgian Government has taken, 
in appointing a Central Commission, to bring together, and give a stamp 
of unity and completeness to all the statistical information which can be 
furnished with regard to Belgium. The appointment of this Society's 
distinguished foreign member, M. Quetelet, as the President of the 
Commission, affords a guarantee for the fidelity, care, and intelligence 
with which the work will be executed. 

The Journal has been conducted on the same footing throughout the 
past year, and continues to uphold its reputation. As evidence of this, 
the Council has much pleasure in stating that several articles which 
have appeared in it have been translated and printed in foreign publi- 
cations ; and that an application has been made to the Council by one of 
Her Majesty's ministers in a German Court, for copies of the Society's 
publications, to distribute to foreign gentlemen desirous of perusing them. 

With accumulated experience, augmenting materials, and the steady 
increase of a sincere spirit of patient observation and inquiry, which is 
everywhere manifesting itself, the Council anticipate an uninterrupted 
course of useful prosperity to the Society, and the attainment of important 
results, towards which its modest efforts have made the surest, though not 
the most ostentatious, progress. For the continuance and the augmen- 
tation of these efforts, the Council are well aware that the best security- 
is that spirit of investigation which animates the whole body of the 
Society, and is extinguishable only with the civilization of which it is 
one of the noblest features. 
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